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“SEW MUCH FUN” MINI  CAMP  
 

AUGUST  1-4 
10AM-NOON 

GRADE 4 AND UP
Learn the basics of sewing with two library staffers who have been sewing 
their whole lives!  A true hands on class, participants will learn the 
fundamentals of sewing and have their own sewing machine to practice new 
skills.  Lessons will include:

.

At the end of camp, students will be able to take home all of their new 
found expertise as well as two or three individual projects they design and 

craft.  Sewing machines and supplies will be provided. 
PARTICIPANTS MUST COMMIT  TO ALL FOUR SESSIONS,  

NO EXCEPTIONS!

Register online at: bedfordfreelibrary.org

* Setting up and using a sewing machine
*  Measuring, marking, pinning, cutting
* Embellishing techniques



IMPORTANT DATES
April 1-30

Poetry Contest
(deadline April 30) 

 
April 15-17

Closed for Easter 
 

May 25
Ice Cream Social 3PM 

 
May 28-30

Closed for Memorial Day

June 15
Summer Reading Kickoff

June 18
Truck Day 10AM - 1PM

July 1-4 
Closed for July 4 holiday

 
September 3-5 

Closed for Labor Day holiday

 
LIBRARY HOURS

Monday - Friday 
10AM - 6PM

Saturday 
10AM - 2PM

Sunday 
Closed

FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR
The Library is back!
This month marks the two year anniversary of managing the Library under COVID 
restrictions. Since then, we are happy to announce that we’ve made some improve-
ments and changes to our Library: the HVAC system has been upgraded to meet 
the more stringent indoor air-quality standards that are now mandated; we have 
installed new patron computers in the Reading Room; and we have invested in a 
stronger and faster WIFI network.
Our happiest news is that we are once again allowing patrons to use the public 
computers, read, study and relax in our comfy chairs, and best of all, attend in 
person programs. Since the beginning of February, we have had several events inside 
the Library. The participation has been robust and we are thrilled to have our patrons 
back in attendance. We are looking forward to providing a full slate of summer 
programs for children, young adults and adults. That doesn’t mean that we won’t 
continue with our very popular storytimes on the village green and our fun book 
groups on the back deck, weather permitting. As of March 4 we are a “mask optional” 
building but we will continue to monitor this very fluid situation and make the best 
decisions to keep everyone safe.  Right now we are enjoying seeing smiling patrons 
and catching up with everyone!
Lastly, March marks the mid-mark of our Annual Appeal campaign. Thank you to all 
those that have already given. If you have not yet contributed, please consider the 
Library and all it provides to our special little village. 
Happy Spring!
-Ann Cloonan

NEWSLETTER
SPRING 2022

If you would like a more reliable way 
to receive account alerts consider 
signing up for text or email alerts. 

You will get a message more quickly 
(within 30 minutes). Please let us know 
if you would like to change and we are 

happy to help.

Sign up for text or email alerts

Young patrons enjoying hot chocolate served by Library staff before  
“Shine Bright Bedford” event in December.           

   PHOTO BY BIANCA BAYONA



CHILDREN’S ROOM
 

TRUCK DAY 2022 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 10AM-1PM 
 Bedford Village Elementary School

A great way to celebrate Father’s Day. 
This family friendly program allows 
children (and adults!) of all ages to 
explore the truck and emergency 
vehicles they see in the community.   
This is a free event, no registration 
required. In case of inclement weather 

please check the website.

SAVE THE DATE 
SUMMER READING 

KICKOFF 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 5PM 
 at Historical Hall

Following the American Library Asso-
ciation’s theme for the summer reading 
game “Oceans of Possibility,” we are 
delighted to welcome David Engel, a 
renowned entertainer with over twenty 
five years of experience performing all 
over the world.  David has received 
rave reviews for his “Pirate School: 
Sea  Dreams” program.  We hope you 
will join us to “access your inner pirate 
and set sail on a madcap, swashbuckling 
comedy variety show for the whole 
family.” Kids are encouraged to attend 
in pirate costume. 
For the summer reading program we 
will offer many seaworthy events for 
children in preschool through 5th 
grade. All program registration will 
begin at the kickoff event – don’t 
miss it!

JULY 11-AUGUST 3
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY 

3:30-5:30PM
The Book Buddy reading program 
will be back!  This program is a great 
opportunity for children to practice 
reading with an older child at the 
Library.  This is similarto the Reading 
Buddies program at BVES.

What’s new in the Children’s Room 
this spring?
Storytime is now inside the Library!
One of the highlights of 2022 has been welcoming 
our youngest patrons into the Library for story-
time.  For many of the children it is their first 
time exploring our beautiful Library.  It has been 
wonderfully heartwarming to see the children 
interact with one another and enjoy the stories, 
songs and surprises.  As part of our “Sneaky 
Snakes” theme, I read books about snakes and 
showed the children both a real snake skin and 
a giant stuffed animal snake that resides in the 
Library. What a joy to have our youngest patrons 
back in the Children’s Room.
Book party – inside the Library!
To celebrate bringing events back into the 
Library, we are offering two book parties this 
spring.  On April 7, we will host a “Pete the 
Cat Book Party” for children in  Pre-school 
through grade 2.  We will read books, make 
crafts and play games all about “Pete the Cat.”  
Maybe Pete will make a surprise visit! For the 
older children in grades 3-5, we are offering 
a “Bad Kitty Party” on May 12. Join us for 
some fun shenanigans with this naughty, but 
funny cat!  Look for registration details on the 
Library website.

 
 

Tales on the Trails is Back!

We are thrilled to partner again with the 
Bedford Riding Lane Association and 
offer a hike,  storytime and nature craft on the 
beautiful BRLA trails in Bedford.  Our first 
hike is scheduled for May 17, followed by our 
second on June 14. This event is a wonderful 
way to explore the nature around our village. 
Location is to be determined. Register in 
advance on the Library website. 
-Kelly Crummy, Children’s Librarian

BEDFORD BABIES 
APRIL 19 - JUNE 14, 10-11AM 

If you are a parent with a baby under one 
year of age, Bedford Babies is a great 
opportunity for you. This program is a 
perfect way to meet new parents and 

their babies while discussing parenting 
concerns. It is facilitated by Adrian 

Kalikow, a Certified Parent Coach who 
will guide new parents involved in the 

everyday work of welcoming, loving and 
raising a baby. Registration is ongoing. 

MUSICAL MUNCHKINS PROGRAMS:  
Baby Bounce & Rhyme (4-12 mos) 
Musical Mother Goose (12-30 mos) 

Online registration begins on  
Tuesday, May 31, 10AM

BABY & TODDLER PROGRAMS



Robyn McCree (Annual Appeal 
Manager) delivered some bags to 
Meadow Ridge where her parents are 
residents and Kelly Crummy (Chil-
dren’s Librarian) took Valentines to 
White Plains Hospital. 

This year, the spirit of the Valen-
tine messages was more cheerful and 
hopeful! The healthcare staff appreci-
ated not only the delightful notes and 
sweet treat bags, but also the knowl-
edge that our community was still 
supporting them.
We hope to continue this delightful 
tradition for many Valentine’s Days to 
come and next year we plan to invite 
adult participation too!
Roses are Red 
Violets are Blue  
We hope this year is better for you!

— Maureen McManus,  YA Librarian

VALENTINES FOR THE 
COMMUNITY 

 
I love making Valentines…hearts, 
doilies and love notes! That is why I 
was so happy when librarian Christa 
Ramage and I had such a positive 
response to the Library’s “Valen-
tine Crafts for the Community” 
project. The Library assembled “Grab 
& Go Craft Kits” for kids in grades 5 
and up with supplies and instructions 
to assemble beaded Valentine key 
chains, decorated treat bags and Valen-
tine cards for local health care workers. 

 
The Valentine crafts made by the youth 
of Bedford were varied, joyful and 
endlessly creative. The Library was 
very proud to deliver over one hundred 
hand-made crafts and notes to our 
community health care members.
Last February, in the dark days of the 
pandemic, the Library did a similar 
Valentine craft project for the staff 
of Northern Westchester Hospital.  
Because it was so successful and 2021 
was another difficult year, we decided 
to do the Valentine Craft program again 
in 2022 and expand it to other health 
care centers. The Library dropped-off 
over seventy-five Valentines and deco-
rated treat bags.
In addition, Paige Cloonan, our Direc-
tor’s daughter, took some of the deco-
rated treat bags to Mount Sinai Hospital 
where she is a medical student. 

YOUNG ADULT NEWS
 

 ICE CREAM SOCIAL  
RETURNS

Wednesday, May 25, 3PM
I scream, you scream, we all scream for 
the return of the Ice Cream Social!  We 
have heard your screams and polite inqui-
ries and we’re bringing back the Ice 
Cream Social this spring.  This long-run-
ning tradition at the Library signals the 
end of our Children’s Poetry Contest 
and the beginning of the summer season!  
After a two-year hiatus due to COVID, we 
are bringing back all of the fun of cele-
brating in person AND building-your-own 
sundaes!  

We plan to have plenty of ice cream, 
generously donated by Jim and Jennifer 
Vellano of Bedford Candy Bar, as well 
as a table full of toppings and whipped 
cream to top off your creation.  Gummy 
bears, chocolate syrup, and sprinkles are 
a few of the favorites that have overflowed 
dishes in previous years.  Craving M&M’s?  
Guess how many are in the container 
and win a whole jar full!  We will gather 
together and celebrate all of the poets 
who entered the poetry contest. From the 
illustrated brief poems of our youngest 
elementary students to the sophisticated 
sonnets and humorous haikus of our teen-
agers, the judging panel will select the top 
picks.    During the Ice Cream Social, we 
will announce the winners, listen to their 
poems and hand out the well-deserved 
prizes for each age group. We are very 
pleased to be able to celebrate together 
with you soon.  Be sure to join us for the 
joyful event on Wednesday, May 25 at 
3pm and don’t forget to submit your own 
poem using the entry form in this news-
letter by April 30.
-Robyn McCree



  CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULT POETRY CONTEST 

 
POETRY CONTEST ENTRY FORM  

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
 

NAME_____________________________________________________________________________________

AGE PHONE NUMBER

PARENT’S EMAIL ADDRESS 

TITLE OF POEM_____________________________________________________________________________

 

                                                 
                                                 

April is National Poetry Month and it’s the sixteenth anniversary of the Bedford Free Library’s  
Poetry Contest! Join us in a celebration of poetry with a wonderful opportunity for children and 
young adults to showcase their unique talents and have fun with poetry.  
                                         
We are planning to announce the winners and celebrate all the poets in person this year at our  
Ice Cream Social on Wednesday, May 25, 3PM. Prizes will be awarded in several age divisions. Win-
ning entries will be published on the Library’s website.

Grab your pencil, notebook, inspiration and get started today!

GUIDELINES:
• Poets must be between the ages of 6 and 18 and attend school in the Bedford Community or 

reside in the Bedford Central School District.
• Deadline for entries is April 30.
• Two ways to enter: 

1. Email your entry to Robyn McCree at rmccree@wlsmail.org 
         ~Please submit your poem as a Word doc or PDF 
         ~Please include your name, age, grade as well as your parent’s  
            email address and phone in the body of the email, separate from the poem. 
2. Drop off the poem at the Library drop box using the form below. Write your name only  
    on the BACK of your poem.



GUEST COLUMNIST 
Maryel Schneider, Bedford Resident

 
I was waiting in the Library last week 
to check out when I noticed some 
carved wooden birds on the shelf above 
the desk and exclaimed,
 “I have those birds!”
The librarian was intrigued that I knew 
about these birds.   She told me how 
she would set them out to decorate the 
Library at various times of the year, 
but never knew where they were from 
or how they came to be there.  Some 
patrons, volunteers, and employees 
thought of them as quirky or even 
weird.   As is often the case, the quirky 
and weird are now cherished as folk 
art.  The librarian was pleased to learn 
about the Bedford history of these 
attractive carvings, or as much of it as I 
was able to relate. 
These very realistic carvings of birds and 
small woodland animals were created 
by the late Richard Hall of Bedford 
who would display them for sale at his 
Christmas tree farm on Middle Patent 
Road. My children - who are now in 
their late 30’s and 40’s would each 
pick out a favorite carving every year  
when we would choose a tree from Mr. 
Richard Hall’s farm.  Our collection 
grew when I found more of the birds at 
a Pound Ridge tag sale.
Back then, Mr. Hall explained to us that 
in the winter months he whittled and 
painted the birds and animals he saw in 
his yard and then some that he saw in 
pictures.  One that he saw in a picture 
was the “Jackalope” a jackrabbit with 
antelope horns  (actually a mythical 

THE CRITTERS OF BEDFORD

creature of the American Southwest). 
As I discovered recently when asking 
my children for any memories, my 
son, who is now 42 years old revealed 
that he believed Mr. Hall regarding 
the existence of the Jackalope! 
As you can see from the photos, the 
birds and animals are crafted with 
great care regarding their authentic 
colors, forms, and relative sizes.  

Richard Hall might not have consid-
ered himself an artist but anyone 
who sees his work would strongly 
disagree. 
In searching for more information 
about these carvings, I have found the 
Halls to be a long-standing Bedford 
family.  A niece of Richard Hall’s, Joan 
Mullaney DiMauro, is married to Joe 
DiMauro, owner of the wonderful 
Mt. Kisco Seafood.  Joan sent me on 
to her brother, Ross Mullaney who 
related more of this unsung Bedford 
family.
Richard Hall was born into a family 
of carpenters.  He worked his craft 
on many Bedford homes and build-
ings alongside his brother Arvid and 
father Linus.

Following the tradition of the men of 
his family, Richard Hall served in the 
military during World War II.  Richard 
was assigned to a tank unit that was 
deployed to Berlin, Germany.  His 
name along with others in his family 
is engraved on the plaque on the 
Bedford Village Green. Like many 
who have witnessed the inhumanity 
of war, Richard only spoke on rare 
occasions of that time.  
His nephew Ross and niece Joan both 
remember him as a quiet, gentle soul, 
a true naturalist, and someone who 
had a great appreciation for nature 
and all its creatures.  This apprecia-
tion, no doubt, led him to replicate 
the world’s birds and animals in his 
carvings.  

Additionally, I discovered that the 
Library’s flock of birds had been gifted 
to them long ago by Sue McMahon 
former Director and Friend of the 
Bedford Free Library.
I do hope this remembrance of mine 
sparks that of others whether of 
carved birds or sweet gentle souls 
who are no longer among us but have 
left a legacy.



ADULT ROOM
FOUR WOMEN POETS   
A MINI COURSE WITH  

DR. DIYANNI

WEDNESDAYS, 4:30PM 
APRIL 6, 13, 20 & 27 

April is National Poetry month and  
Dr. DiYanni is offering a workshop focusing 

on four women poets: Emily Dickinson, 
Sylvia Plath, Elizabeth Bishop and  

Wisława Szymborska.
Session I & 2 will be at Pound Ridge Library. 
Sessions 3 & 4 will be at Bedford Free Library. 
         Online registration is required.

DEMYSTIFYING 
MEDICARE

SATURDAY,  MAY 7 
10:15AM-1:15PM

Demystifying Medicare is perfect for 
anyone trying to navigate our complicated 
healthcare system for older adults. The 
workshop is for people who already have 
Medicare, as well as those soon to be 65, 
planning their retirement, or assisting rela-
tives and friends with their medical deci-
sions. Demystifying Medicare is offered as 
part of the ongoing work of the Westchester 
Library System to provide authoritative, 
actionable information that supports seniors 
in being connected and well informed.

Sessions in the Reading Room.

DOWNLOADING 
WITH CHARLIE

 
THURSDAYS, 3:30-5:30PM

Book your appointment online at 
bedfordfreelibrary.org

Learn how to access our digital collections 
and download eBooks, Audiobooks and 
magazines to your iPad, iPhone, Android 
and Kindle. In addition to your device, 
please bring your Apple or Google Play 
sign-in information and your library card 
information. If you are downloading to a 
Kindle you will also need your Amazon 

account sign-in information.
Sessions are in the Reading Room.

BEGINNER CANASTA

TUESDAYS, 10AM- NOON
MAY 3, 10, 17, 24

Must commit to all 4 sessions.
Lori Greene returns this spring to teach 
Canasta in-person. This four-week course 
gives an introductory overview of the 
rules and strategy to playing Canasta.   
Lori has been teaching Canasta privately 
and through continuing education 
programs for many years.  She is passionate 
about the game and particularly loves how 
her groups have continued playing long 

after their lessons have ended.
Registration online. Space is limited. 

Sessions in Young Adult Room.

ADULT PROGRAMS 
SPRING 2022 

 
BIRD FRIENDLY 

BACKYARDS

TUESDAY, MARCH 29 
7PM ON ZOOM 

P r e s e n t e d  b y  A n n e  s wA i m  f ro m  t h e 
s Aw  m i l l  r i v e r  A u d u b o n

Discover the best choices for bird feeders 
and seed, native plants, water features 
and bird houses to improve your backyard 

habitat. Registration is required.

 
GARDENING IN  
SMALL SPACES

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 7
7PM ON ZOOM

This program presented by Bracco 
Farms demonstrates how backyard 
gardening methods can be adapted to 
small space gardening. Anthony will 
discuss seeds, fertilizer and tools for 
gardening in your space. There will also 
be various materials for you to download. 
Online registration required.

APRIL 

MAY 7

MAR 29

WEEKLY 

APRIL 7 

MAY



DON’ T FORGET THE LIBRARY!
Our 2021-2022 Annual Appeal has reached its halfway mark.  We need the help of our entire community to reach our goal.   
Your financial support is critical to our continued growth of services.  Please email Robyn McCree rmccree@wlsmail.org  
if you would like to confirm the status of your donation. 
 
You may donate online at bedfordfreelibrary.org, or send in your contribution, payable to the  
Bedford Free Library, using the form below. Mail to PO Box 375, Bedford NY 10506. 

Ask your employer if your company has a Matching Gift Program. Thank you!

NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

EMAIL:

AMOUNT:                                                                               DATE:

PIVOT AT ANY AGE: IF NOT NOW WHEN? 
WITH LIFE COACH NANCY STEINER 

TUESDAY, MAY 17 
7:00PM

Master  Certified  Executive/Life Coach, Nancy Steiner believes that at 
any age, you can pivot. You can create a path that brings new purpose and 

unexpected joy to your life. Nancy made her own pivot late in life and now 
wants share her experience with others.  

 
After forty years as a director and producer of non-fiction network television, 
she has started her own Life Coaching Business. Currently, she is a coach  at 

Harvard Business School, and a columnist for Maria Shriver’s newsletter,  
“The Sunday Paper.”  She also creates coaching groups for women. 

“Achieve Higher Levels of Potential, Confidence and Creativity.”
–Nancy Steiner

Register online at: bedfordfreelibrary.org
    



Ramadan Ramsey 
by Louis Edwards
A wonderful modern 
epic about a 12 year-old 
boy who leaves New 
Orleans for Syria to 
search for the father 
who doesn’t know he 
exists. This novel show-
cases the best of life, 
despite all its tragedies 
and sorrows.

                                  -Linda Krensky 

Small Things Like 
These 
by Claire Keegan
A novella set in 
1985 Ireland about 
an illegitimate man 
raised by an unwed 
mother who was not 
turned out by her 
employer, as most 
unwed women were 
at that time.  The 
man does his best to provide for his family and 
those less fortunate, which is how he encoun-
ters one of the unwed girls at the local convent 
and discovers they are mistreated.  The novel 
movingly explores the Irish State and Catholic 
Church’s exploitation of girls who got preg-
nant outside of wedlock.

-Judy Carey 

Matrix 
by Lauren Groff
Best-selling author 
Lauren Groff delivers 
her latest poetic novel.  
Based on a  12th 
Century poet Marie 
de France, “Matrix” is 
a fictional biography 
exploring the themes 
of female ambition 

and power.  Thrown out of the royal court, 
the orphaned, rebellious Marie is sent to an 
impoverished nunnery where she empowers 
the women to take over tasks reserved for 
men, eventually becoming head of the Abbey 
and transforming the abbey into a mystical, 
lucrative female state.  
-Robyn McCree

FRONT DESK FAVORITES

Pony 
by R.J. Palacio
This latest YA novel by 
the author of  “Wonder,” 
is the story of a boy on 
a quest to rescue his 
father with only a ghost 
as his companion and 
a mysterious pony as 
his guide. Beautifully 

written with engaging and charming charac-
ters, this book is not just for children.
-Maureen McManus

Mary Jane 
by Jessica Anya Blau
I enjoyed this sweet 
story wrapped in 
humor and rock and 
roll culture about a teen 
coming of age in 1970’s 
Baltimore. As a mom of 
a college age daughter 
finally living life after 
the pandemic lock 
downs, I very much related to this charming 
novel about a young girl finding her way. 
-Christa Ramage

Crossroads 
by Jonathan Franzen
The first in a planned 
trilogy, this novel 
tells the story of a 
mid-western pastor 
and his family during 
the Vietnam era 1970’s. 
This gripping, enter-
taining, challenging 
novel  sometimes 
makes you want to look 

away from the characters and their glaring 
human weaknesses-but ultimately, it’s abso-
lutely worth it!

-Silvia Ohler

These Precious Days 
by Ann Patchett
This book is a gift from 
one of my favorite 
authors.  Each essay gives 
us a little insight into the 
author’s life and I am 
delighted she is willing 
to share some of her 
personal musings with 

 
the reader.  A great read for spring! Read 
one essay at a time or devour the book in one 
sitting.  You won’t be disappointed.
-Kelly Crummy

Taste: My Life 
Through Food 
by Stanley Tucci
From award-winning 
actor and Westchester 
native Stanley Tucci 
comes this charming 
memoir and food 
journey.  Anybody who 
has enjoyed Stanley 
Tucci films or his travel 
show on PBS “Searching 
for Italy” will enjoy this book, also available in 
audio and read by the author. 
-Alix Townley

Joan is Okay 
by Weike Wang
With humor, wit 
and insight this novel 
makes an enjoyable 
read about a quirky 
ICU doctor in NYC 
who doesn’t always 
conform to anyone 
else’s standards.
-Ann Cloonan

Going There 
by Katie Couric
Go there Katie 
does, in an incred-
ibly honest and 
introspective way. 
From her days at 
Today and the chal-
lenges of being 
a women in the 
media industry…
to losing her 
husband while her children were so young, 
one comes away seeing her as a real human 
being with the same trials and tribulations 
as the rest of us, but with some intriguing 
high profile acquaintances and stories 
thrown in. 
-Adele Talty



Vladimir 
by Julia May Jonas
A provocative, razor-
sharp, and timely debut 
novel about a beloved 
English professor 
whose professor 
husband is facing a 
slew of accusations  by 
former students.

 

 
Grounds-keeping 
by Lee Cole
A love story about 
two very different 
people–a Kentucky 
groundskeeper and a 
Bosnian Immigrant –
navigating the entan-
glements of class and 
identity in an America 
coming apart at the 
seams.

The Swimmers 
by Julie Otsuka
From the best-selling 
author of “The Buddha in 
the Attic,” comes a new 
novel about what happens 
to a group of obsessed 
recreational swimmers 
when a crack appears at 
the bottom of their local 
pool… a powerful and 

                                  emotional story.

 
The Diamond Eye 
by Kate Quinn
Set in Ukraine and the 
Soviet Union during 
WW2, this very timely 
historical fiction novel 
is from the bestselling 
author of “The Rose 
Code.” An unforget-
table World War II tale 
of a quiet librarian 
who becomes history’s 
deadliest female sniper.

THE MOST ANTICIPATED SPRING BOOKS
Young Mungo 
by Douglas Stuart
Young Mungo is the bril-
liant second novel from 
the Booker Prize-win-
ning author of Shuggie 
Bain and tells a story of 
a dangerous first love and 
working-class Glasgow 
families. Great reviews! 
 

The Paris 
Apartment 
by Lucy Foley
A devious new 
mystery/thriller, set 
in a Paris apartment 
building from the best-
selling author of “The 
Guest List.” Great 
escapism for thriller 
lovers!

 

Sea of Tranquility 
by Emily St. John 
Mandel
The award-winning, 
best-selling author of 
“Station Eleven” and “The 
Glass Hotel “ returns with 
a novel of art, time, love, 
and plague that takes the 
reader from Vancouver 
Island in 1912 to a dark 

colony on the moon five hundred years later. 

Free Love 
by Tessa Hadley
Hadley’s latest novel 
after the excellent 
“Late in the Day” is set 
in 1960’s Britain and 
follows the cultural and 
sexual awakening of a 
woman and mother. 
Tessa Hadley is a Library 
staff favorite!

 
The Candy House 
by Jennifer Egan
A most anticipated 
“Book of the Year” from 
one of the great writers 
of our time, comes a 
“sibling” novel to “A Visit 
From the Goon Squad!”

French Braid 
by Anne Tyler
A journey deep into 
one Baltimore family’s 
complex emotional ties 
that bind them together 
from the beloved 
bes t - se l l ing,Pul i t zer 
Prize-winning author.

One Italian Summer 
by Rebecca Serle
A moving exploration 
of the powerful bond 
between mother and 
daughter set on the 
breathtaking Amalfi 
Coast by the bestselling 
author of “In Five Years.” 

The Unsinkable  
Greta James 
by Jennifer E. Smith
An indie musician reeling 
from tragedy recon-
nects with her father on 
a week-long cruise in 
a story about the ways 
we recover love in the 
strangest places.

Heiresses: The Lives 
of the Million Dollar 
Babies 
by Laura Thompson
A fascinating look at 
the lives of heiresses 
throughout history and 
the often tragic truth 
beneath the gilded 
surface.

River of the Gods: Sir 
Richard Burton, Sidi 
Mubarak Bombay, 
John Hanning Speke 
and the Epic Search 
for the Source of the 
Nile 
by Candice Millard
A riveting story about 
one of the great feats of 
modern exploration. 

By the bestselling author of “Destiny of the 
Republic.”


